DIVINE REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH  
WEDDING POLICY
31385 W. Hill Road, Hartland, WI  53029

262-367-8400       Fax: 262-367-9410
 

SCHEDULING THE WEDDING

 

1. 
Those wanting to be married at Divine Redeemer are expected to contact the church about dates before plans are made with the reception hall, caterers, etc. It would be best to contact the church as soon as possible following the decision to marry.

2. 
Members of Divine Redeemer may assume they can be married at the church, but their marriage here is subject to the approval of the pastor(s). Marriage in the church is not a right, but a privilege.

3.   Non-member weddings will not be performed at Divine Redeemer unless approved by the Committee of Lay Eldership.
4. 
Weddings will be added to the church calendar upon consultation with one of the pastors.

5. 
Weddings will be reserved on a first come, first served basis. Weddings on the same day must be 5 hours apart.

6. 
Couples planning to be married at Divine Redeemer have the freedom to choose the pastor they wish to conduct their wedding. If there is not a specific request, the assignment will be made by the Senior Pastor in consultation with the pastoral staff.

7.   Clergy of other Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod churches may participate in weddings at Divine Redeemer with the approval of the pastor(s).

8. 
As a general rule, our church facilities will not be available for weddings not conducted by our pastors.

PRE-MARRIAGE COUNSELING

 

1. 
Couples being married at Divine Redeemer will be expected to participate in pre-marriage counseling with the pastor. Refusal to participate in pre-marriage counseling provides reason for refusal of the wedding, unless there are mitigating circumstances.

2. 
While our pastors seek to accommodate others, it is important for couples to adjust their schedules, so pre-marriage counseling appointments will match the pastor’s availability. We look upon pre-marriage counseling appointments as important as appointments with doctors, so it may be necessary for couples to take time from work or school for these appointments. 

 

WEDDING MUSIC

 

1. 
All music for any wedding service is to be approved by the Director of Music. Music which is consistent with a Christian view of marriage may be used. If in the opinion of the pastor, the music requested for the service does not meet the church’s standards, alternative selections are to be made.

2. 
The Director of Music from Divine Redeemer Lutheran Church, shall be the organist for all weddings unless they are unavailable or if there is a significant reason why any other organist should play. Approval by the Director of Music is necessary before a guest may be used.

3. 
It will be the responsibility of the bride and groom to contact our Director of Music, at church at 262-367-8400 to establish a meeting time to discuss music for the service.

 

MISCELLANEOUS

 

1. 
Photographs: The taking of photographs by wedding guests or family members is not permitted during the wedding. If a professional photographer is hired, pictures may be taken prior to or following the service and the professional may take a few pictures, without a flash from the balcony or side aisles. Photographers are expected to speak with the pastor prior to the service.

2.   Alcohol: The use of alcohol on church property by the wedding party prior to or following the ceremony is prohibited. The same is true for family members or guests.  

3. 
Smoking is prohibited in the facility.

4. 
Decorations: Requests for special wedding decorations are to be discussed with the Altar Guild before plans for such decorations begin. If the church is decorated for a special season or special day of the church year, the wedding will normally be conducted with those decorations in place. The only exceptions will be those situations in which the removing and returning of the decorations can be handled with simplicity and ease. Those planning weddings at Thanksgiving, Advent, Christmas, Lent, or Easter are advised that the church may be decorated. Details about candles, ribbons, and aisle runners may be discussed with the Altar Guild.

5. 
Aisle Runner: Aisle runners are provided by the florist. Divine Redeemer’s aisle is 60 feet long; therefore, couples will need at least a 75-foot aisle runner.

6. 
Bulletins: Couples desiring to use Wedding Bulletins can have the bulletins prepared by the church staff or the couple may handle the material and printing themselves. The DR administrative staff, will assist the couple with the type of bulletin, layout, printing, folding, and assembling if requested.

7. 
Aisle Candles: Aisle candles are available and handled by the Altar Guild. If you would like the aisle candles set-up for your wedding, please call the church at 262-367-8400 and ask to speak with the person in charge of the Altar Guild. They will discuss your options and the cost with you.

8. 
Rice or Confetti: Rice or confetti are not to be used. Birdseed or bubbles are allowed outside only. If birdseed or bubbles are to be distributed to the guests, this should be done outside following the service.

9. 
Deliveries of such things as flowers, decorations, etc. should be scheduled with the church prior to the wedding.

10. Dressing spaces for the wedding party are available at the church.

11. Wedding Gown Storage: We do not encourage overnight wedding gown storage at the church as we cannot guarantee safe storage.

12. Wedding Information Form: After meeting with our pastors, you will be sent the link to our Wedding Information Form. Please fill that out promptly. You may always call to update the form as details finalize.

 

WEDDING COORDINATOR 
 

1. 
Rehearsal: The wedding coordinator arrives and opens the church before the rehearsal, remains through it, and locks up when it is over. Total time spent at the rehearsal is 2-3 hours.

2. 
Wedding: The wedding coordinator opens the building two to three hours before the wedding.  The wedding coordinator prepares the sanctuary with the wedding kneelers, fastens aisle runner, assists florists, lights candles, operates the sound system, cleans up the Sanctuary, dressing areas, entrances, restrooms, takes down candles and does what is necessary. Total time is 4-6 hours. Remember, the wedding coordinator has to be at the church until the pictures are taken and the wedding party leaves the building and then they lock up.

 

 

FEES AND CHARGES
(All fees are to be paid in full at least two weeks prior to the date of 

                                             the wedding.)






 


Service






Fee

Clergy 







$250-$300.00 

Organist 






$175.00 (Base Fee)










$  50.00 (Wedding Rehearsal Fee)










$  50.00 (Rehearsals with soloists 

    and/or other musicians.)


Wedding Coordinator (Mandatory):  


$200.00 (per coordinator)
 


Non-Member Facility Fee:




$500.00
Soloists & Instrumentalists 




Varies  

   (by arrangement with DR Organist)





Fees vary depending on number of songs 
 


Aisle Candles






$50.00

 


Bulletins 






Up to 200 – No Charge

Over 200 – Discuss with Pastor
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